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THANKS AND SUPPORTING OF PROJECTS  THANKS AND GOOD NEWS 

                                                                            

Over the past few months we have 
had visits from people who come to 
see how they can contribute to the 
project. We would like to mention 
and thank each of them for all of 
their support: 

 From AMURT ITALY: 
Giovanni, Donatela, 
Maximum and his wife, who 
gave much love to the 
children, also brought much 
needed donations including 
clothes and hygiene 
products. We also spent a 
beautiful day together at the 
beach with the children.  

 A lovely group of South 
American ladies, lead by 
Patricia Zalazar, also spent 
some time sharing their love 
with the girls and brought 
food items and clothes for 
the maintenance of the 
children’s home. 

 Mr. Dilliipji also provided a 
large truckload of boxes of 
clothes and other useful 
items that were shared with 
the village and the school. 

 A thank you to the Kid’s 
Worldwide website for 
recruiting our current 
volunteer, Shannon Rupp. 

Good News 

On 29 June, the Feijoada do Bem 
charity lunch was organized by Mr. 
Rajahji from Kane Em and Andrea 
and Jamaica (Brazilian Volunteers)                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

the restaurant Venus. There were 
many Brazilians, Portuguese and 
others overseas peoples who came 
to enjoy typical Brazilian dishes. I 
would like to thank all the 
participants of that event. The 
income generated is being used in 
the maintenance of the Centre.  

Other thanks go out to Mrs. Naime 
Akgun and the NGO, Grenzenlos 
Menschlich e. V. for always 
extending a helping hand to the 
home.  

AMURT Portugal donated much 
needed funding in the beginning of 
this year; thanks to all the members 
for their kind support. 

 

Our dear Mr. Rajahji provided 600 
food containers and 600 balls to be 
distributed in our mass feeding 
exercise. We have already 
completed one mass feeding in 
January with clothes distribution for 
over 100 children, and much thanks                                              

 

to sister Jayaliila. We are preparing 
another one in September. 

In August we also were able to 
secure much needed medical 
supplies for upcoming medical 
camps. We would like to say a big 
thank you to M&G Pharmaceuticals 
for their generous help.  

We also received much needed 
funding for school furniture from the 
Foundation Emanuele Antola. The 
funding allowed us to purchase good 
quality chairs and tables for the 
classes. There were even some 
leftover funds that were used for 
painting the facility and plumber 
repairs. It was done all by His Grace.  

 

 

 

 

 

Clockwise from top far left: South 
American sympathizers visiting 
Lotus; newly painted school 
tables and chairs; painters 
working on Lotus; Mr. Rajah with 
Shobha’ and A’patikii from our 
Children’s Home. 
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Clockwise from far left: Volunteer  
Shannon on a motorbike to Gbali; 
Gbali school children; Shannon 
and village elders in Gbali; Didi 
Gayatri distributing clothes and 
food at mass feeding exercise; 
children during mass feeding 
exercise; Didi and Volunteer 
Shannon on canoe crossing the 
White Volta River to Gbali. 

 

 

HELPING AN ISOLATED VILLAGE 

In August, our volunteer and I 
traveled to Tamale in Northern 
Ghana. We were to visit some of the 
rural villages and help assess their 
need for a school and provide 
teacher training. We visited the 
small village of Gbali, which is 
located just across the White Volta 
River from the village of Dipale. It is 
difficult to access to Gbali as it 
requires taking a canoe across the 
river and then it is several kilometers 
by motorcycle to the village. It is 
particularly difficult to access the 
village during the rainy season, as 
the roads can be washed away.  

After arriving in the village we met 
with the chief and elders to ask 
them about the children in the 
village and how their children were 
being educated. We were told that 
the village has over 100 school age 
children many of which are not in 
school. Some of the children are also 
malnourished and the village is very 
poor. Right now the village has put 
forth some effort to educate. They 
built their own school building, but it 
is a small 3 room building with no 
tables or chairs.  

The village also only has one teacher 
that is often unpaid and not always 
present in the village. Gbali also 
suffers from a water problem which 
means that children spend much of 
the day fetching water instead of 
attending school. The situation 
needs a lot of attention. Our 
volunteer remained for two weeks 
to help the village plan how to set up 
an expanded school, recruit teachers 
and provide training and curriculum 
for the current teacher in Gbali.  

 

MASS FEEDING AND CLOTHES 
DISTRIBUTION 

We were also able to complete a mass 
feeding exercise in a very poor area in 
Central region. This is where the 
valuable donation of clothes and bowls 
for food were of the most help. We are 
planning for the next mass feeding in 
September, where we will also distribute 
clothes, provide medicines and 
complete a medical camp.  

Other projects 
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SCHOOL UPDATE 

 
 

 

Teacher’s Report 
“Children are doing excellently as many are 
now speaking English and doing other class 
work well including phonics. There are still 
improvements to be made, but progress is 

continuing steadily.” Teacher Abigail – crèche. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clockwise from far left: Babies from crèche 
have a busy routine  in Lotus; Students 
pictured in Lotus’s courtyard; the Director  of 
the school, Didi Gayatri, and her students; 
Teaching nature studies and gardening as 
part of  daily outer ecology curriculum; Tiffin 
time, and fine arts Class in  Kindergarten 
classroom in Lotus. 

An update on the Lotus School 
 

Lotus operates a non-profit 
school, so that means all school 
fees are used in the maintenance 
of school programs and upkeep. If 
there are any excess funds then it 
is used to help maintain the school 
facilities or support other projects 
like the children’s home and mass 
feedings.  

Due to the support of a local 
sympathizer on guiding teachers 
and zealous supervision from the 
Director, the school has improved 
rapidly since the last school year. 
The number of students is now 70, 
i.e. ten times more than a year 
and half ago. We currently have 
six teachers and four classrooms 
serving KG1, KG2, nursery 1, 
nursery 2 and crèche. The new 
classrooms and teachers have 
helped raise the standard of the 
school because we are able to give 
the needed attention to the 
children at different levels. Fine 
arts are also a part of the daily 
activities of the children. This is 
quite different from other schools 
in Ghana as many only use colored 
pencils often simply ignoring in 
any other forms of art.   

We are carefully choosing the 
right people and training them as 
responsible teachers who can be a 
good example to the children. 
Neohumanist principles are 
imparted to the children, teacher 
and parents through regular 
meetings and classes. 

Neohumanistic activities include 
teaching of morality exposed in a 
dynamic way; developing a sense 
of aesthetics through cultivation 
of Fine Arts and teaching of inner 
and outer ecology. 
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An update on the Children’s Home girls 
 

The girls at the Lotus Children’s Centre are 
growing well and are healthy.  

Anumatii, the oldest girl, is doing very 
well. She is originally from near Tamale in 
Northern Ghana. She is getting ready to 
enter class 2 this coming term. She is 
moving along quickly in reading and math. 
When she arrived at Lotus last fall she did 
not speak English only Dagbani. However, 
she is now speaking English very well and 
continues to learn rapidly. Our volunteer is 
working with her to improve her reading 
comprehension so that she is ready for 
school this fall. She and the other girls also 
attended the UKK in Togo that had over 
100 participants this August and won first 
prize in the Kaoshikii dance competition.  

Shobha’, also from near Tamale, is the 
middle girl. She was very ill when she 
arrived at Lotus, emaciated and 
malnourished. We were afraid that she 
would not survive. However, over the next 
few months after a healthy diet and the 
introduction of meditation and yoga 
exercises her health has improved greatly. 
When she first arrived she could not even 
walk up the steps on her own. She is now 
very strong and growing quickly, is able to 
walk up the steps and even helps with 
daily chores. She has also learned English 
and this coming term she will be entering 
Nursery II. 

A’patikii, is the youngest of the girls and 
was the first of the them to arrive at Lotus. 
She comes from Volta region. Her mother 
is unable to care for her because she 
suffers from severe mental illness, but 
A’patikii is a very bright girl and a good 
artist, getting excellent marks for her 
writing in school. This coming term she 
will also be attending Nursery 2 at the 
Lotus school. 

 

 

Clockwise from far left: the girls are giving thanks for the food and 
eating together; Apatikii showing off her school certificate; Apatikii 
in August 2013; Shoba practicing Asanas to cure her malnutrition; 

Shoba in August 2013; Shoba painting after first months arriving at 
Lotus;  Anumatii with our cat Shanti; Anumatii receiving her 1

st
 prize 

dance award at the Neohumanist Conference from the respectable 
Kulapati Da’da’ Shambhushiva’nandaji. 
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DONATIONS 

Lotus 
Children’s 

Centre 
Accra, Ghana 

#AMURTEL GHANAN account 

#048/ 3815441 

High St. Accra branch 

SWIFT CODE: BARCGHAC 

Phone: +233 207556668 

www.lotuschildrencenter.yolasite.com 
 

 

 

 
  

Pictured: Didi Gayatri with girls from the 
Children Home: A’patikii, Anumatii and 
Shobha’ at the Neo Humanist 
Conference, Togo, August 2013.  

We would appreciate any donation in 
kind or cash. 

Needed items for Children’s Home: 

 Blending machine; 

 Powdered milk; 

 Soya products; 

 Oil and palm oil; 

 Beans; 

 Rice; 

 Vegetables and fruits; 

 Clothes (also to be distributed in 
the villages). 

For mass feeding (over 100 children): 

 20 Kg rice; 

 1 kg Soya chunk; 

 5 liters oil; 

 2kg tomato can; 

 Spices and vegetables. 
THANK YOU. 

“…those who possess 
the inner asset of 
devotion within their 
hearts and follow the 
path of rationality in 
dealing with the 
external world,  must be 
victorious. They alone 
can accomplish worthy 
deeds in this world.”          
P.R. Sarkar 


